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Objectives 

• In this project, we are going to use the existing Moodle system  

-  to engage students from diverse background in discussion via 
Moodle, by identifying and posting the latest science news or issues, 
and encourage students to join the discussion and share their views 
through the electronic platform, overcoming the cultural barrier in 
classroom.   

- to engage students in reviewing and summarizing peers’ views and 
opinions towards specific issues, analyzing the results and presenting 
the summary of the results in-class to stimulate further discussion. 

 



Expected outcome 

• Engagement of students from diverse background in discussion 

• Enhanced student subject knowledge through discussion and 
analyses of discussion results 

• Models of online discussion forum via Moodle which can be 
adopted for other courses 

• Sharing of experiences  with colleagues 



Period Plan/Activity 
Nov 15 – Jan 16  Collection of information on the latest science news and 

issues 

Jan 16  Selection of information to be posted on Moodle 
 Design of questions to examine participants’ preliminary 

knowledge  
 Design of discussion questions 

Jan 16  Online discussions are launched 

Feb 16  Analyses of the discussion results and the presentation of 
these analyses in-class 

 Completion of a self-reflective report on the effectiveness of 
the Moodle discussion 



Implementation 

• Two classes: 

- SCI 2008 Energy and Physical Phenomena 

- SES 3035 Environment and Community Engagement: Theory and 
Practice 

 

- Launched three articles for each class 

- Each article has a question to think and discuss 

- Students are encouraged to comment, discuss and start another 
problem based on the article 



Implementation 

• We recruited four student helpers 

• Every week they search appropriate articles (related to physics or 
environmental issues) 

• We select one article from each domain and put on Moodle every 
Monday 

• Set up a discussion forum for each article and send email to 
encourage them to discuss 

• Period: 11 Jan – 22 Feb 

• Total 3 articles for discussion from each domain 

• Discussion was still going on until April 



Frequencies for the discussions 

SES 3035 

SCI 2008 



 



 



For the course SCI 2008 

• Totally 10 comments posted by students in 3 articles; 

• Each comment contained around 100 words; 

• The average percentage of number of participants is 27.8%. 

Article 
No. of 

participants 

Total no. of students in 
class 

No. of 
participants (%) 

1 4 12 33.3  

2 3 12 25.0  

3 3 12 25.0  

average 27.8% 



For the course SES 3035 

• Totally 54 comments posted by students in 3 articles; 

• Each comment contained around 300 words; 

• The average percentage of number of participants is 30%. 

 
Article 

No. of 
participants 

Total no. of students in 
class 

No. of 
participants (%) 

1 31 60 51.67  

2 17 60 28.33  

3 6 60 10.00  

average 30% 



Major results 

• According to the results, the project had successfully engaged 
students with diverse background in discussion via Moodle and 
encouraged them to join the discussion and share their views. 

• Moodle was proved to be a good online platform for students' 
discussion. 

• The students' comments reflected that they could summarize and 
review peers' opinions and add-on their own views. 

• The content and the depth of the comments reflected that students' 
subject knowledge had been enhanced. Some students can 
demonstrate high-order thinking skills in their comments. 

 



Major results 

• Student helpers learned a lot from the activities 

• They learned from the articles and how to formulate questions 

• They participated actively in this learning activities 

• Overall, the project is successful 
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